164                       CHARLES MACKLIN*.
Like Fielding's kings * his fancied triumph past, And all he boasts is that he falls the last."
The newspapers had plenty of acrid stuff of this kind, for the iron-cheeked Macklin, before the 23rd of October, when he first played Macbeth, but the audiences did not as yet take it up. The anti-Macklinite party were hardly strong enough, and though the first performance was noisy, it was not a failure. The party appeared, however, in great force on October 30, when Macklin played Macbeth for the second time. Macklin, before the commencement of the piece, appealed to the public for protection; and the public, always pleased by a direct appeal to its powers, sat through the performance quietly, and left the most heated anti-Macklinites to express their disapproval in somewhat solitary anger. It appears that on the first evening a Mr. Sparks-, the son of an actor, with Reddish, the best stage villain of the day, were in the house, and MackliiT was told that they hissed him. Whether or not it is " the birthright of Englishmen to hiss and clap," it was a clear breach of professional etiquette, for an actor of a rival house to come and hiss another actor, and when Macklin, in his appeal to the audience for protection, mentioned what Reddish and Sparks had done, it gave rise to considerable indignation. Reddish and Sparks, however, denied the imputation, going the length of inserting affidavits of their denial in the newspapers; and on November 6, Macklin, in somewhat brutal taste, came forward with proofs of Reddish and Sparks' guilt in his hand, instead of an apology to them on his tongue. These proofs were affidavits of people who swore that they saw and heard Reddish and Sparks hissing. It afterwards appeared
* In " Tom Thumb."